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Whatever may he the reamt of the expedition now

to search of a feasible route for an Interoccanic
canal.whether the great problem will this year
have a flnai aatwfactory i-duiion, or whether the
Une beluj drawn will terminate in tho know¬
ledge of its impracticability for tho pur¬
pose intended certain it is that tho earnest and
periuuclom efforts of the explorers have not re.
axed since the start. The prospects are daily
becoming more en.ouragmg, for although the divid
ing ridge ha* not at this writing been actually sur*
veje.1. uo serious obstacle is apprehended, while the
appiouc ies thereto on either side aro extremely
favor..bl>j. Aslue froai many other csnsiajra-
tious an Indispensable adjunct to any cana,
is a good port Without it sacjess wou.d be an

immunity. This mportant requlalte is possessed
at both ends by the proposed route which, at tho
present time. is oeiug tho ojglily oxa nlued. Tlmt
it w.ll be completely exp oreu is evident irom the
progiess wincn has been already made. Never has
any expedition entered more cheerfully upon an
undertaking ol the kind, and there appears to exist

a settled de.erinm ition on all sides to leave nothing
undone to establish th , fact wheth r or not the con-
ruction ol a canal Is practicable across this part sf

tne isthmus. Even in the event of its unfltuess
because of the ni.ig.mude of the mountainous bar-
Ner, it will oe at least gratifying to know tl.at the
laoors of tuture explore.* will be the more confined.
Actual and leiiubie survey is the surast way to settl"

a question wn.ch can never be determined br theo¬
retical disquisitions. The perolexu.es created by
the advocates of rival routes, to say nothing or
flagrant impositions uud the erratic conclusions of
Wu/idenuK uiinds. have c ncr.huted in a greai mea¬
sure to render the puolle indifferent on a subject of
me greatest com merc.al mterost to the world. Bui

t,:a' hiu arriv*J * hen a shit. canal must i* con-
.tructed somewhere across the American isthmus
and the mosi practical method to discover the route

b* wt,Servatlou and exper.euce. lhat a good navl-

f '° paMe froln oeean to ocean cau be opened
i more than one point few conversant *im the

suoj ,.« will attempt to deny, when the undei taking
to resolved into a qnestiou tf expense. Money
wcrks woniers in the nineteenth century; and the
question then naturally arises as to the cheapest,
oat ,easib,e and most expeditious route. To And it

to !he Object of the present search, which has been
instituted at a favorable period of the year and un¬
der auspices of a promt*.ng character. Indeed, from
all appearances, success is conddently looked for-
ward to, more especially by the commander of the
expedition, who, accompanied by a number of en¬

gineers and assistants, Is now approaching the "di¬
vide'- Irom the raclflc by wav or the Tuyra river
It would, of course, be premature to prcdict a tri¬
umph fur the party at this early stage or operations-
but there seems to oe a well founded hope that at
least some very Imporraut results will be attained.
11 the route Itse.i be not actually discovered ami
decided npou. Without ?peculating, therefore, upon
the probabie issue o, the ourse now being panned
wib at o.iee proceed to set rorth what has already

been accomplice 1. I spea*. bopeialiy or the ex do-
dition because or tne earnestness, spirit and con¬
fidence wuich mark its progress; of the deep intercut
manitoste.l m the undertaking, ot in- willingness
with wnich both officers an j mei idergo privi.t on
to insure the ,ucces,iUi carrying . ,t .t toe object n.
Tie* ; .,ut more especially on account of the manli-
De.s and determination winch up to the present
have characterized the explorers hs they advance
through a region comparatively nnknosvn.

THE I'ARANCHITA R1VKR.
It will be remembered, as stated in my last ne-

flpaich, that the flr5t oar.y which le t tho ship after
her arrival in this gu|/ proceeded through the Cairo

t o.iul.o, to t e Hai oacoas. thence into the Atrato
and insiead of following up the laM-mentioned

m er entered the Cacaric i in a laun :h. The Journey
was aurtouuded by many dlflicuities, principally
"w'"g loTl,lie 'rr y,iari,|t,e* "tag* and gramalote
g ass. The Indian village of Ha)a was reached
afer three days' march from the foot of the
..divide. Ol ttie detail* of this excursion I have
already given a leog licned narrative, and refer
o it tn -rely as a pre ace to the course subse-
qnently pursued. It was the object of the ex pcdltlon
lo make a satisfactory recounoissanee before actually
commencing the work of surveying. On the return
of this party to the slup information was received
that a clearer and more expeditious route to the
.'divide' than that offered by .he Cacarica could be
taken advantage or, and a party was accordingly
ordered to maue a reconnofcsanceof the f'aranchlta.
Tills river u noi laid out on any map. Indeed, only
very little Is knowu concerning It even by the natives
themselves, although they are never slow in boast-
tag ol meir acquaintance with nearly every stream
for a hundred utiles around. Mr. Barnes, the chief
engineer, and party made some observations for
u out fir een nues up the raranchtta, and on his
return reported favorably. Arrangement* were at
onco in d^ for a coinpie e survey of the river and
oa the Tin February Mr. A. It. Conden, mas:er; Mr.
A. I). Beach, assistant engineer; midshipman Salter
with a crew and a numi«r of guide* set off at day.
H<-ht In two lauocni*, carrying fourteen days' pro¬
visions. Tuey hailed at La L*.uia de Ca-arlca, a
liuie hill about fwrty-flve tnlles from the ship, and
which has auice beori made a sort of rendezvous,
ana on the following morning entered the I'aran-
ciilta. Afwer an exceedingly teJious Journey the
party encuuipej on the bangs of a palm forest, and
next moruiog comrneaced operations, the i-eaui; ol
Wtticfi, so fhr. wm tie found bolow.

this route r Rom th* atlastw sroa.
A few da>* *fter tho departure ol Mr. t'oadeii'*

party, a launch rtturaed to the ship with one of the
seamen who had been attacked wlih lever on the
waj. lie was properly cared for. and recovered.
On the lath fa. ruary Commander Lull, with a crew

vtLM turn UM

tn the steam launch, win provuioiu for the pio¬
neer*. They arrived at La Lnma tie Cacarioa the
numa evening, and next morniiM net out ta a canoe
toward the surveying party. After a very tedious
Journey throngh the granalote, or floating gras*.
tlipy came np to tue encampment, which had .been
erected In tue desolate palm swamp referred to,
where the work of surveying was to commence.
Satisfied as to tie comfort of the explorers, anil
that the preliminary arrangements htd been tho-
roughiy completed. Commander Lull returned to tue
una a. lie pian oi deration was now as

peifoitas pu.jil. le, and noiiiing remained but to
w oi'E vlgorousi* lowurds i lie accomplishment of the

meat oojoci iu vie>». A .oit.ilght nad eiapsed siuce the
ti.Kt puitt hud quitted tue s ip tur ihe locality men
iioumi, una uee.ning it a ivisab.e to send on provi¬
sions aud otherwise taci i.aie the exploration, C >n-
niw. u or Lull, under who <. inuotuliaoie supervision
tue arrangements wer* rein earned out on tne At-
luutlo sine, ULiue I order* e u« departure of anotmr
party, i iiud heard much aiiout tne curious teat urea
of t..at portion ol ihec.Hiairy to wh.cli tner were
proceeding and liasreiore resolved to see lor mysell,
come wn.li uiigut. At oarljr dawn the lltue steam
la molt nauled alo -usl le tue Uuard, and taking in
to» t.io canoe wuica coaialued toe provision!!, we
cleaied lor me Ca u Co julio. inj party consisted
oi Jar. Barnes. engineer iu chtei, who nad previously
made tho reoouu.i,ssauce ol tne i Hiaucnit.< river,
and l»r. .v.ai.ck, tne geologist. Lieutenant
liubtaid, ray.iiusu.r Barton ami First Assistant m-
guieer 1'otta. ol the Mpsc, accompanied us as far
u- i.u liorna ae Cacanca. lassiug quickly tnrough
the narrow Cauo > oqui.o, wo»<e muddy banks
were gradually rising, we eutuied the baiOacoas,
a uroad ami beauti ul river, ruuiiiug about three
Knots an noui. i'he neut, though not oppressive,
was grauuuiljr morouBiug, so turn the Uttie uwinug
on tho steam launch proved quite sci'Viceb e. For
in. lea on either muu the mar u extended, th uun
1 ne Mew was oc .astuiinliy obscured by a tutck
growtu of stunted paiui trees, Heie and mete
couivl at times De .-ecu oilier BjeoieB oi tinier,
abound wliioa entwined themselves tne most
curious uui luntustic forms of the parasite. Indeed,
tile p.ii.isiuc sp.-i linens .tre tne uio-t wonderlul 1
have ever wuu. They embruce wttu latat loudness
i ue most be.iuttiui trees, wnicii wither ana full
to the ground. but such wholesale destrue¬
ns u of luio tiuioer is in keeping wltn
toe appcaram-e 1 the place- an oasis ol rank aud
h.ek y vegetation, un in taller trees huge black
muukevs oispo. ted themselves in all their ugiiiioss
auu surveyed with characteristic coolness the party
iu tlic s earn launch, as acrobats ihe monke>s
were decidedly successful una entertaiued us with

a scries of teats uiai elicited geueial surprise and
atimtraiioa. iney were not so numerous in the
baroacoas as along tue Atrato, which opens
near the lereua, oue of lis tributaries. Keeping
ciose to the suoie on the riitht iu order to avoid ihe
current, the »uuiu launch sped on In excellent style,
the Miuuce ol tue locality being frequently broken
by the startled screams oi the white heron, oi wn.cn
Ihorc was a large uu;ui»er. Mocks ol wild turkeys
repeatedly hew over the river and presented
ireijucut opportunities lor a display of the
lowiera' skiiL ire.eutlir a drcauiul sound
leu upon the ear. At first it wm almost
ludescnbable, but an are approached the cause it
bcumeii like itie roar ol oieakera beatiug Ugh upon
tue rocki; theu aguiu like lue grunting ol a thou¬
sand tuiunatou nogs. it had a ueep, guttural, Uls-
a^ieoane toue, uud grateJ uioii harshly upon ttie
auricular faculties ol the party, occasionally it
would oecorne iiiuewuiH suodued. auu uieu, us if
gatnering strength, wou«d swell out witu ad its uor-
rible force. beated upon t ie branches, li ».ding as It
were u irieudlv convention, were not less tDan thirty
huge nioukeys, as ugly as ittey were clamorous,
toy wuy ol treating lUeni to a sensation Paj master
iiartou brougut oue of them down wuh a carbine.
Pliew terrible us were tlie growls only a minute
ago, tt»e uneartuiy yell set up at the sudden fall of
tlie departed mousey was almost suillcieut to
Ir.ghteu a regiment. Tbe two guides immediately
Jumped lmo tne canoe, and alter pollug a short way
taiough the swamp returned triuuipnautly
witu tlie unliual, which ibey auo.-.equeiit.y
cooked tcr their diuner. As we proceeded
up i lie river game beoamo more abuu <aut
and several plump turkeys napped their wings tor
the i«8i uiue. Apooacluug the Oacarlca tha view
o; tliv; great mountain range wa« uure distinct,
iajukinir back irosu tae stein of Che launcu ibey
seemed truly beauiirui. oue group resembling not a
utile the famous liills 01 the ikhine. There had been
many windings in tue Atruto, and It was n^t until
the tittle ci ah had la.r.y entered the Caoarica that
tue beauty ol tue undulating uiouuiains could be
in o,»erly seen and appreciated. At live o'clock the
luuucli came to etucuor. fhe guides left in the
canoe witn their uioukey for tue raiicho on the ad-

I lacem litt.e mil. This is tne p ace wtttre the navi-
1 gu'^iou or tlie steam launcu comes to an end, owiug

l to the quantity ol floating grass which completely
blocks the passage, toe only means ol pushing! forward being uy the can ies or smalt laancnes,I which were made expressly lor this expedition.

THK Till ALS OK A NIUHr.
They came.we had expected them.not In tens or

I ihi'U-'UUd-, oui Iu tens 01 inuiions multiplied by tea
I i.iues ten.the inosquitaes, hungry and ravcuous;

1 i.o. mendicants, but uuilies tnat wouldn't be put
down. Twilight there was none. U merely winked! and disappear J. and pitch was uo qualifying ad¬
jective lor the darkuess that ensued. It was a
nigttt of terture iu the lulle.-t sense.torture of the
miud appienendiug paiu.torture of tue body feei-

I ill it. Anchored c.o.-e to tue swamp, they had lull
swing at as. >ot a leal stirred, and the sullu
river, olack as midnight, flowed down at .ts ease.
The silence wai uwiui, and Buve for tue occasional
screech ol an owl on a tiee hard by, and wno mu.->t
h»ve gone mere for the express purpose of waicu-

1 mg un I chuckling ovir our suilenngs, lor here-
mainea theie an night.save for nls unwelcome cry
oi lieligut, me shriek of a parrot or toe piuuglug ol
an alligator.there was no sound of life,
it may be mentioned that the entire party
was confine l iu the stern of the launcn
wiiatn a space of a)>out six feet by ten,
* hue the mou slept forwaid, or rather tried to uo
ho. nut m vain. At nan-past six o'clock dinner
came; but mastication or anything else tnat might
contribute to tne coiulort or the Inner or outer niau
wa« ent.rely out ol tne question. The lighted candles
had acted like lucky beacons to the voracious vam-
pyrcs. open your mouth and scores charged in
with the foou.innk and myriads congregated for a
ru»h. Most oi the dinner was put away untouched;
none or it was eaten witn a reilsh. Armed with a
towel all hands lought v.gorousiy for a while, and,
siasiung r.glit and left, euJeavored to keep them at
bar. Kill and crusu a thousand ol them, flatten
them on the seat, flatten them on your race and
neck.tne neck was a favorite spot.stamp inem on
tue ground, make all sorts of wild and fantastic
gcsiures.they cared not. Thousands were
teaav to supplv tlio place of the fallen dead, with
a defiant chorus that lent energy to the
attack and made the victim wince with
pain. Tne combat went on for hears. There was! do escape. Cover yourself up and the suflocating
heat made you gasp lor air. Use a net and you gen« v
eraliv enveloped a cloud of the fnrtous beselgers.
some tried io joke, but tueir laughter dwindled to

a gnastly smile, l ue more musically Inclined ven¬
tured on a song to beguile the droary hsurs.
boarcely. however, would the timid effort of the
vocalist be commenced wh. n a painful shout would
quickly briu»t the concert to a close. Story-telling

I faued, for the narrator, being frequently called up
to lnft.ct upon li.m-eli corporeal punishment In the

I vaiu ta»k to punish his tormentors, would forget the
thu ad ol his dtncourao. repeated efforts were made
to sieep, but there being no place to suspend the
ueiS, the mesquitoeb speedily drove all from
la.; craiui»ed resting places. The mineralogist,
who lay oil oue of tne little seats, his heaa

a. uiosi touching his knets, groaned deeply in the
German langiiage, an l wi lted himseli at tne North
l'o.e. iu 'act. ail desired a change or base. And
thus passed the night. Utterly exhausted, ono or
two surrendered tlieiusclves to the mercy of the ln-
vadeis, and nnaily fell Into a fretful doie. Never
w is dawn more heartily welcomed. With daylight
came l-Ciiei, for the mosquitoes, gorged to ttielr
hearts' couicnt, lay sleeping under the awnlDg of
the launch in countless tuomtauds. They were re-
vc igeiullv rejieiled, but not without having left sad
a, in uuutistakuiiie traces ol tlieir visit. After a
ha-ty breaklast the canoe came alongside, and hav¬
ing "received the provisions ler the party up the
i'araiichita, Mr. Barnes, Ur. Maark and your cor-
respondent took their se;tts in the centre, tlie
guides being at either end, while the steam
launch joyfuily wheeled around and headed for
the tiuaru. It was now about six o'clock and the
cauoe or ' Champa," which, by the way, was heavily
la-lea, was paddled toward tho swamp, tlirougn
wiiictilt wus necessary to poie. It bad barely got
had way -not over a hundred and titty yards.when
the foremost guide, suddenly missing his hold,
tumbled

_HRAPl.ONO INTO TOW HOKRIP MAKKH
and would probably never again have appeared but
for his owu aghiiy in clinging tenaciously to tho
side of tbe cUampa. which nearly capsized. The
crait was not to be trifled with, uini the three white
occutianis, who had become exceedingly alarmed,ba auctd themselves a- if they were treading a tight
rope, ouce out of this swamp there was clear sail¬
ing for over a mile when toe thick grass again
Uiought the poles into requisition. A little furtner
on we pasted Into l.ake .Senegal, a picturesque little
place, ahout a m.le and a half long and a mile wide,
aud thence into the Knya, the entrance to which
was completely blocked by waier plants and thickly
we iged gramaiote. Hut the guides or macheteros
were equal to the emergency and forced their way
witu untiring Energy, notwithstanding the heat or a
broiling Mjn, which hlione od their mahogany colored
ba. k<. These guides are wonderlul fellows, pos¬
sessing, as they do a most retentive memory as to
places and a great amount of patience aud perse*
v i ranee even under very discouraging circum¬
stances. A portion of the river Kaya was really
oeaotlitil, seeming indeed almost enchanting in
comparison to the lioi rlb.e swamp from which wei
had with diillcu.ty emergen. For a mile or so it
was fully a hundred aud fifty yards wide, »*trt»'d
on either shore by timber of fine growth. Birds
ol rare aud exquisite plumage saug merrily
us we paddled along, while the Ash, described as a
kind ofsalmon, jumped aud splashed about, appa¬rently in the greatest glee. Bat the rays of the sun
shot right at us in the open canoe, and it is not
too mucu to Bay that the frolics of the fltiny tribe
caused envy all around. It was along this river tnat
the para*it<*s could i»e seen in all their intricate and
wooden ul arrav. Home, entwined around the hlgh-
cnt tiranches of the trees, were suspended over sixty
leet; others rau lengthwise, over a hundred feet, dis¬
appearing in the most myKlf/iug knots. Their grasp
was loud, as it was fatal, lor beneath their pretty
leaves could be seen the rotten ltinos whose nutri¬
tion they had stolen to Sustain their own growth,
with iiiucn regret we le.t bemud the clear, deep water
of the Kara to enter tue Paranclma. at first a
broad and limpid stream, but narrowing by de
greea into a dismal swamp. The liquid notes of the
orioles whose beautiful, hanging nests were sus¬
pended high ID air /roin widely e^n^8wi2a Laaauuwivil 1HUM Wft jafi. !*UU& UW .

sharp, shrill, twittering oI tne Jaranaa, the streams
of the wild turkey. Hia.tled Iron his loity iwircn to
aay uottiiuir of the horrible jargon of the inoikevs,
completed h morns .it ouce s range an J t!mrojjniv
characteristic or a tropical climu. Here ami there
upon slightly elevated banks a huge utliir.itor lay
basking in Hie sun, res milling a log much more
than a reptile of such ludeo'ia proportions. Its tall
is protNtb y Its most edlcieiit weapon of defence ami
attack. If any aminal it seeks for prev Is si audi ig
upon Hie edge oi ihe water, the alluutor will take
Its bearing and swim noi-oiossly, occasionally bring¬
ing ai> eye te the surlaou lor recouiiousauce, theu
suddenly rin m wltmn striktug distance will wmrl
round its tall with lightning-lilce rapidity and gene¬
rally brlug Its vlntim into us c.tpacio is jaw.-. In
speaking or alligators there is not un:re lueuily a
disposition to magniu their proportions Trier ave¬
rage iti this pari of the milium* from twelve to six¬
teen feet ion/, lip to tne present thev nave kept
shy of all members ol tne expedition. and 1 believe
they would recoil irom an/ tinman beui* uness
wantonly attacked on shore. The party ilred and
hit tiieui rp-ntediv, but tne balls glanced harin-
lesniv off their tulck coat o mail. Under the fore leg
appears to do tlie vuluera de spot; but tlioro is itle
satisfaction lu shooting at them. as thev plupge tmo
tne wa.er with lightning speed sod are lost 10 view.
lu making the nest the lemale in ilie spring elects
a dry place in the swamp, not liable to overflow,
where she maki s a unlock of dried leaves and pieces
01 sticks, in the centre of which sno :avsfrom twenty
to forty egg*. bevcral ue-ua were lonud oy tue men,
who ate the ego with evident reli li.

THRUM II 1 1IK K1VK-M1LK SWAM P.
Hitherto we hal proceeded with comparative

smoothness. To be sure the guides had worked
with energy through ih.ck moras*; ha cut tue.r
way through brunbies and lallen logs; had poled
along tnrouifh vegetations of st.iling odor, hail, in
fact, doue wonders with their knives and pad lies,
ilut now thai we were in tills kin : ol swamps they
full l.v paused for breath 'l'liey inhaled the morning
air with a shrug uud a "carracho' thai tore .oded
ill, and verily were tiieir anticipations reaU/.ed.
Were it my province to dwed upon the hurr <rs of
this place Instead of tracm* the route of niu pro¬
posed canal: to uepict its sickening aspect aud paint
lu true colors the loathsomeness ol Its *ur-
roundiugs; tne lorioru aud blietned pros¬
pect: to spec iv, even in tne remote t way, tne
species o. gnuwmg Ins cts thai led u,>on
the party ouce wed.ed In the mc*nes of tins smi>-
born sAiintp, a falut i lea might perhaps be ooa-
vc ed ot tne tn.sery of tlie doa in.; desert. Six

1 1! horns i«uea>b the current flowed rapidly, on top
it aid not move au inch, hwamp ahead, swamp be¬
hind, swamp ail round. Tugging and swaying,
po nig aud pushing, the canoe ma le lutie way
against the strong, rank gra*s, wtiose broad and
toweriug oia le< aent reuUuilv by tne conit;ued
and per everiitg efforts oi' tne men. Down meautcd
tlie almost perpendicular rays o a burning sua,
dancing on me sluggish pools, winch were made
wider by the progress of the t> >at. but quickly clos¬
ing alter ui. leaviug no trace behind. Ah ad, tncre
wits no opeuiug.none to the eye ol the stranger;
but here and there a drooping idude or the faintest
arciuiig oi the gtass was sulioieut for the guile,
and he knew that boats had gone that way oe-
i«re. Kor hours tuey to.le » unceasingly, stopplug
but an instant to chase awa> m . In -ecu tliat drew
their blood. Kegliuents ol ants paraded over us, I
t-and flies lunchel lieely on us, but the Congo flies
stung deeply and devoured. Fast and thick they
came, willing to suffer death rather than be dis¬
turbed at their means. Like the mosquroes thay
preferred the human neck, upon which they diued
sump uou8i.v, and would pay a hurried visit to mo
cheek by way of dessert. Tiieir s;iug is palnlul in ilia
extreme, aud the combined efforts oi a huudred
mosquitoes ooulu not c.ius one-third the auinuut ot
pro:uue language which the lutislu of one of
tnese monster elicits. 1 aliude to tlie»e matters
ihiefly ;o Miow the terrible annoyances to wmch all
the exploring parties are subiected, and that their
labors in tlie meat undertaking may be ihe more
thoiMugaiy ooinprehendou and appreciated. The
sufferings lncideutul to a journey through one or
ih.se swamps would break the temper of the most
patient man in the aniver e. It was long pu^t mid¬
day when we successfully Cleared it, but not ociore
having narrowly escape. t an assault Ito.u a battalion
of ferocl us wasps, obeying the guides we kept
l>eriectiy sml as we tremblingly stole past their tor-
tress on the trees. The poles were now laid aside
for the puddles, uud with a bieath or reuef wo
entered a beaumul portion of the river, deep, clear
aud relrenluug and ornamented on either qlde by
tieea ol colossal proportions, whose ma/tiuicent
foiiaie dened the b.iruing rays ot the sun. We
halted in a sheltered nook and preparations
were made lor dinner. Fulcous, wild ducks, turkeys,
kiiigfl-bcrs and u great variety or oth r btr Is
hovered aro.ind in all directions, aud the
sceue geueraliy, compared to what we had
already passed through, was one of pleasing
solitude aud repose, naw bacon, hard taclc
and a draught irom the limpid stream com*
posed the meal. Unostentatious, to be sure, but
never was a imuquet more heartily relished, ihe
canoe was paddled briskly away, there o-ina no
snass or gramalote to intenupt tne passage. Splen¬
did t.mber towered higu ou eac side, aud tne 1> Htl
gradually becan to rise. At this portion oi the pio-
posed route the caual is almost lerltct, out lurili r
on the grass again 1 pedes tne wav. Energy and
perseverance ou toe part oi ihelai'.hlul mac. eteros
brought u- sa ely turough, aud at nve o'clock we
cuieicu iuc gieivi

PEBBRT OP rAI.MS,
which presented u most wonderful appearancc. The
water became extremely shallow and me course of
the nvtr very tortuous. so thai it was with no
litt:e difficulty that progress was made. The
piace was wotul and abandoned looking, ami
about the last iocau>y wherein to putu the uighr.
Aitiiou..ii the growtn ol palms was here and (here
luxuiious, the parasites were terribly destructive
uad the nne.it tooKiug trees were robbed ot all ilieir
core. Crash after cmsu resouuded on their ears as
some gigantic branch full from Its support. At
hall-pasi the o'clock the canoe passed the (tret
bench mark whence the pioneer surveying puny
had commenced operations. Tne wa er began to
tail aui the a -sent giadually became more apparent.
Leaving the encampments which the surveying
parly had occupied some days before, the canoe wad
witn much difficulty puled on, the breaoth of tho
stream In some places not exceeding six leet. At
lengtn, finding it impossloie tolproceed. owing to the
shallowness of the river, the pariy cheerfully Jumped
out of tne canoe, which was heavily ladeu,
aud haaled it aloug with a will. Walking along the
banks was of course out ol the question, as the
underbrush was very thick, and the grounu itself of

a marshy character, so that to wade througn the
stream waa much more prelerabie. By ihe com¬
bined and persistent e itoils of ad hands the tiny
ci alt was pushed ahead, but not without accom¬
panying troubles ol various kinds, ot which a tho¬
rough soaking was, perhaps, the most trifling.
Bound to move to the lrout, however, with the pro¬
visions. the efforts of Ihe party were not relaxed,
and although the shades ot night began to lall, the
prospects of remaining in the aeseit were too gloomy
to permit ol delav. Notaing short of downright
pluck succeeded, and as tne party passed the bench
marks on the way additional energy was given to
the march. It was evident from surrounding symp¬
toms that the surveyors could not be lar ah. ad and
now and then the sharp report or a carbine signalled
our approach. Floating logs were cleared away,
snags were ihrust aside and the canoe was forced
on at a lively pace. Darkness had already set in,
but the river having become somewhat wider the
party resumed tlielr seals. A sadden bend in the
stream and tne full glare of the crackling logs upon

a distant bank burst upon our view. Now a ring ng
cheer from the canoe waa answered by an almost
simultaneous stiout or joy irom the camp, and in a
few moments the troubles of the day were ai an end.
Handshaking all round, anxious Inquiries hero,
merry laughter there and soup and boutlet for a t.
Iho Ores burned brightly, and when all tho prepara¬
tions for the accommodation of the new party had
been oompleied the appearance of the little camp
was very cheerful. Groups sat adjacent to the banks,
and of course the prospects of the expedition were
discussed at length, the unanimous opinion being
that it was destined to achieve a triumph.
Hut their deliberations were not destined
to be long continued, for the raosqnlioea,
more ravenous, if possible, than any that had been
vet encountered, compelled all hands to shelter
themselves under their nets and endeavor to repose.
Countless miillt ns of the voracious insects Buzzed
In all directions, and the torment to which me men
and officers were subjected was really terrible. Next
to actual starvation tuere can be no doubt that a
raid of these horrible pests is about llie greatest ca¬
lamity that can befall an expedition of this klnl. I
have seen men here driven ain.ost Insane by iLo.r
persistent attacks. The piep»rations made for re¬
tiring for the night, though presenting an amusing
spectacle, fully demonstrated the oread thai all en¬
tertained of their releu'tess fury. There were some
among the party who had bravely withstood the
storm and baitle, yet sneakel beneath their nets in
tear and trembling. The majority dared not lay
aside their wearing apparel. Moreover, many
wore heavy gloves and gaiters, while all had
their broad-brimmed hats clo^eiy fastened with
bandages a'ound ttielr heads. The scene at lai
L «ma de Cacartca was re-cuacted with double
energy. Daylight brought some relief, for the work
of surveying waa quickly commenced, and the suffer¬
ings of the night were parity forgotten in the interest
taken in the operations. There was uow an oppor¬
tunity of seeing how much had been done towaid

THE ASCINT TO TUg "DlTIDR."
It will be unnecessary to reier to any of the scenes

or incidents which marked tho progress oi tho
pioneer party. They were ranch the same as those
described above on the occasion of toe ascent of the
canoe to which I nave adverted. The survey¬
ing party found the Kio del liaya, which com¬
mences near I,ake tnencgai, to be suillciently deep
for all canal purposes, and navln? an average width
In some places of one liumlre i yards, 'ihey followed its
course for about six and a half miles, which would
make the distance irom inefiulfof Darlen win re the
guard is stationed about flfty-flve miles. The banks
were not more tnau twoincties tngh, and the current
flowed about two and a half know. As already
mentioned, there is, of course, no currreat on the
surface of the swamp at the muuili of tne Paran-
cntta, but beneath the water tlowsat two knots,
tne depth being at some places six fathoms. The
actual sarvsy was coinmented at the upper end of
the palm desert, ai the piaie known as liencti
Mark No. 1. Hire the water was very low and
falilna rapidly. T.ie width was about twelve feet.
On February 14 this party established a new cam p
further up, und It waa ascertained tnat the rise waa
two and a half leet to the nine, owing to
the neavy underbrush the line could be
made at the rate of a mile each day.
At Bencb Mark No. 2 the I'uranchitn
was from thirty to thirty-five feet wido, nve feet
deep, with a current or two and a half knot*. Wbd
hogs were seen In abundutice in tne woods, the
river is very tortuous in lu com be and presented
many difficulties to the surveyors. At Bench Mark
No. a almost the same features characterised- tne
streams. The banks gradually rose, ana at the
fourth encampment iliey were three and a half feet
in litlgbt, the river about lorty leet wide and ave¬
raging lour and a hall leet deep. Tlie elevation
JjWHUtSit W W9 l*v *U4 K Ueii JJ»vt to Uw luiitti SO

tUui nt t(>« sixth halt tnude tu« rl^e above the tevH
oi the Ma was discovered to be over i.o teeu 1 hero
wun uot uiuuu variation m (lie routine of die tusi-
ne.vi, and (lie party continued to woik vigorously,
hi jl mile* iroui me spot wnerc the survet iug was
begun ilia ba iks Hire beiwoeu a ven huh eight
feci iu height. Wheu the noil Hue
or.m ii. ou Uio -4tU o> February, 10 encampment
No. in, uu eievauou o( llftcou feel to t e utlly
w.t* di«c Vcre i, wuU the waier .autuu rai i-liy. bo
lar the appearaure* wo.w no. by an/ ine-us uu-
iavoruoie, lor altuougli tue riv-ar wan very low ilio
rme tu M-ounu wis much u-hs than had boeu u:i-
ticipated. TUe «(»o.o;i»t ol the party uuile exten¬
sive exploration.-., and alter au active ncaruh cauie to
Uie COacinaiou taal iuo euu.e mountain r.uige vves
Warn, like tUose mountain* on the 't.sieru si le of
theuUiioi uurien. em losing tue Airuto \aiiu* au«i
tn. oiiriouudii.ff idtaiii wim ii he examined, con¬
sisted ui trap rook, w hion, owing to its uiiuoiao-
Kiout constitution and the uction oi the uir and
water, w,in m a oeitaln a a^o ot <tecoiui>osrioii.
'ilio rtsuil of mis iiecouipo«itiou was lounJ
iu tue green piat-tic c.ay wincu firmed
tn j oaii ltd and bottoms of the river,
'ini.i i raj) rock, thuieoie, would offer but
iit.ltj di:ncutty to a deup cut through the "divide."
'1 he party on cue ioiii oi February weio about sev-
cni.t-uve iuues iroui the uutiid in the c<ur e taken
by the noai*, nut in a btragtii Hue much ess. i'ro-
kt'otM ahead uow became ti.ote uliliCi.H, the party
being obliged to out their waj. Wheu 1 le.t the
c.iiu u to ruturu to the Una. d in orrloi 10 ioiward uiy
oe->pa ohoa and jom tile party ou the i'acuio, they
e^pooiou to reaoh the "divide" Militia ten cava.

I- l/lii'UHlt hUKihYt.V! OlMtA 1 10.>d.
Sin e the pioneer party hud uot commenced work

at La lariui* de lacaiica, but at the outer edge ol
t.ie pal in ueaen, it was oi coarse necessary to uave
thai portion vviiicu had been pas»ed over niirvejed
iu order to uiake the Hue ouniptetc. Accor .tu^ly
ou tuo ~M ot February u de:aciuueut In coiiiuiaud
0. atuiicr J. T. suilivaa lu.i tue uuard for tu.it
purpose, uu wo i us to cany provision* <or
tuojii approaching tue "diVide." After uiiaurifoin^
the UduUi aiaouut ol bUUjA'llig.4 lroiu alai.d anil
occasioi at aoiikiuiid tiiia party arrived ai. beucn

xHo. 1 oa tiic aiteiu. ou oi tue .4in oi
Kbroary. coudideiuoiu ditiieui.y wua experieuoed
iu mowug tor^uul, owing to tue iogsin .ho river
and tue m.a iovi ue oi me water. I ua de to pro¬ceed iu ilio laiv;e bi.nl nasi Ueucu Mark No.
.i, Mr. etu.uvau ijoiv the canal au i pros nuoud up
to the paity tu advaace. Tho liieia ioiluwe-i at a
iaier perioJ ot me uay, tue ooat having been din-
charged aud uau.ou oa iho bauK. Next moruiug
Mi- i/.,udeu uioved uU camp luriher up wiuie the
oiuei pariy iciuruvid to oe^in opuiution.4 lroiu the
ed^e ot lau paiui doaert. A rv.couuu'.«dauoe was nrat
luade, aud nuo equ^utty the line ivaa coiu.aeuced,
uaiivr very advei>e circuaiaiautea. aa theie waa
acatceiy auiiieieut wuier to ilo-i ;ho bouta. the
cauoe weal a.iead, v. une the large party moved
hiort iy be.iind, huiveyiug Willi tne pueutiianc
co.upasa. Tiie latier occupied two launched. Mid-
uuipmaa bull, with fjur ineu, beuig u hitle lu
advance ot Mr. tuil vau'S purty. Nuiuiuk of au
uuuauitt diameter occurred on tno way back, except
the Close pio\nuiiy Oi aome anakua, will h weio
made anon Moriv ol. un ai'i'ivtiiK near i,a L n.a de
U^cjiica li was louad thai the thick grainutute had
oouipietc.y b.ocKed up the puaaage, and- ou Mie
m .ru.iikof lue oih oi March all uands were c >ui-
beited to potj vi,.OiOU8iy for htura. lie laLi^uitiit
taa& waa Uuaiiy a laadoued wneu the bouta bad
atrived at t>a uiiuit, uud aa the ateam launch uow
lia'led iu digiu iroui tue opposite aide oi thid uwaiup
tue en ire pat iy waa released lrout (heir graaay
prison iu cuu >ca. me aieaitt lauucli reiutueu 10 ihe
1.uard at uiguiiall.

UYOHOUliAt'IIT AND TKIANOtJLATlON.
Comuiauiier i.un is puahtug'iorward me inanfjula-

t.onoi the harbor Willi all deapaicu, and has anoady
c >nipleied a grea. poriion of it. Kil'i.v miles of
shore line have been Unii-bud ou the west side, glv-
Iuk the exact pnsitioua oi the mouths oi the n.iroa-
coas, coco-urande aud L'roa, me latter beiug the
iaigeai mouth oi Uie Atrato and likeiy lobe uaod .is
the e.it ran e to the canal from tue Auauiic aide.
In the h.itrograpiuc depurtineni a hundred miles ol
luic have u_«u tuu, Tvnlle anoui ei({ht thouaaud
eoundinga Uave b ou tukeu. ine large atiouU cuter-
lng iuio me oa.v from the tsthuiua s.de have been
located, and it has been fouud mat ihe> are com-
poseu ot aoit mud aud have about a foot aud a naif
ol water ou tuem at loiv tide, aud vary in extent
from one quarter to bait a inuc. oil the in >uili or
the L'roa ana -o the oouth oi it U a une little an-
ciiora.e, uavmz water Iroui six to luiriceu iai.ioms
and large enouHh in extent to aai hurqu le a UuOU

Tan cAN I.1.A4 HOt'l'K.
About three weeka Mluce United States steamer

Nip.nic, Lieutenant Comtuauder iiy.o.i Wuson
loiumaudiUM, pro »eded from the Lull of l>a-
rlen 10 make a survey ot the Canoani
reef, situated at the western cut ance uud
tneuty-uve miles distant lroiu tne siaiiou of tne
Uu.ii <1. i.uuieiiatit McLoriuacic, witu a l:tr^e pa iy,
landed ab^ui tea mites irom tue reel in question
aau inaue some oi>se v.ition.i, subsequently going
out-tide it a cuiter. owtag, however, i < tiie roug.i-
nesa ol the aea, which n ary swamped the t>oai,
no exact conclusions co d be urlived ai, but me
position lain down on neverat well ku^tvu charts
was found to oe almost correct. The length oi the
ieei is ubout lour ui.tes, covered by twa aud a hair
latuoma ol wa.er. The Mpsio return d to the gulC
ou Marcu a, having been absen* emht days,
liuring ti.e week the crew was exertuted
in tilt) boata uud per onned soma hau i-
some evolutions. I he meu on tho Nipsic are
CAcecdiiigiy well discipllued and go thruugti ti.eir
orih with great precision, on themorning<x March

7 bhe sait.d ler Asumwuii, conveying tue ueolo^iat
ol tiie expedition, who crossed over to Panama ami
theiicj to join tomuiaoder >eiirtdue's i arty, whuner
your correspondent is likewise proceeding

Operations on the Pacific »l«it.The Line from
the Guli of 9m ftllauel to Ibe Tuj ru uloug
tUe Cue to the Divide.The Cbusjnanaqua mid
Kcmliilsccucea of Hlraiu't Fatal Expedition.
Commander Selfrldte Confident o i nuji PM-
Tlie Canal to be Vltty iUIIni and the Lntire
Distance front Ocean to Ocean Not Over One
Dandrea and Twenty-five .Mile*.

Settlkmknt of PinooaNa, )
Tu v ba Kiver, March 18, i?;i. f

On the arrival of the Nlpaic ai Asplnwall no delay
was experienced in proceeding up the Pacliic coast,
as a chartered schooner was in readiness at Panama.
The scenery was delightful, and as the win J was
fair the little craft scuaded along In fine style. Once
through the Gulf of San Miguel, we proceeded to
Chapagana, and then engaged canoes to go to the
above settlement. It will be well to recall some of the
circumstances connected witn ti e departure of the
first part/ from the Uulf of Darien to the facifio
side. About a dozen seamen who were to hat 0 been
transferred from the Gnard to the ilMatea Saginaw
were conveyed wutt Commander Selfridgc's parly on
beard the Rcsaca, which supplied her p:ace at
Panama. After one day's pleasant sailing the
Resaoa weighed anchor at Chaplgana, which la
about nine miles from the Gnlf of San Miguel, and
arrangements were Immediately set en foot to com¬
mence operations. Before leaving the Guard It was 1
understood that the twe parties working on either
tide of the "divide" should pr03ccuie their labors
until they met and compare notes. Signals were
to be placed along the rente talcen by each party in
order to avoid contusion when the "divide" should
be arrived at. Although of courso the scource of
the Paranchita was not known, yet It wim confi¬
dently expected from the reconnoissance previously
made that tho two parties should not be tar apart
on tho summit of the divide. The Montanas del
Esplritn hanio now separate tho parties, and tho
principal object of both will of course be 10 And that
portion where the crest Is lowest. Should no unfore¬
seen circumstance arise tbey will probably meet
within ten days, when II the two lines oe declared
feasible,and the "divide" not over three hundred feei,
the aim of the expedition will have been Accom¬
plished. Tiie line Irom tho Gulf of San Miguel can
be drawn with little difficulty, thore being few ob¬
stacles for a long way up the Tuyra river.
The advantages whtch the Gnlf of San Miguel pre¬

sents for any canal route require no comment, ua

they are so widely Known and generally appreciated.
Repeated and reliable soundings show that there Is

a sufficient depth of water to float the finest and
largest ships, its mouth, between San Lorenzo and
Punta Garachlne, is neatly ten miles across. The
direction In ard is northeast fifteen mites to Boca
Chlca, one of tne mouths of the Tuyra river, having

a depth of thirteen fathoms^ The width of the gulf
diminishes to about four miles between Punta
Bravo and Morro Patlno, but again increases to¬
ward Boca Chlca. There Is, however, a depth of
water in the Bay of Garachlne from tea to eighteen
fathoms. Adjacent to San Lorenzo is a small shoal
called Buey Bank, covered by a(>ont a fathom of
water. In the gulf are several little ulauds, among
them being the Iguana, north of Point
Lorenzo, and others, but there 19 sufficient
water around them to render It quite easy or ap¬
proach. The rivers opening Into the gulf on

the north are the Congo, Estereo, Clara, Cucunail,
Buena vista, Escadero; on the south the Sambu, Tal-
matl, quaca and Mogne, and on the eastern end
the Tuyra, Igieslas, Anetl and Savauas. In refer,
ence to the levels of the ocean It is well to re¬

member that the difference at this portion of the
Isthmus Is very trifling. It has been ascertained that

a rise, not exceeding two leet, has been found on

the Atlantic, while in Panama bay the tlae rises

nearly twenty feet, the mean level of Uie Pacific in
this particular place being two or three feet above
that of the Atlantic. Humboldt round that the dir.
fereneo of level between the Caribbean sea and the
Pacific did not probably exceed nine feet, and that
at dlficrent hours of the day sometimes one sea and
sometimes the other was the more elevated. It Is
claimed that tnis drtffcronoe would be no hindrance
but rather an advantage In a ship canal, since it
would create a currem from the Atlantic to the Pa¬
cific during the ebb. and 0110 from the Pacific to the

w uuruu the fivud uau 0; Uiq A'gciik. cu^baug

vessels to pavg through at dlfleent timet. Hat*
iuk thus given a iji lof outii.ie oi the gulf anil its sur-
rouuulags, lb m neces ury to traco

TUii V.iUKdK Ut> T. K IUV1U,
to show the route u> w bein t ta en t»v Commander
beliridge's puny, ihe rutra peihup* tue urgent
oi tue rivers ol Darleu. traver. inn the gieuier part
01 tue space be weon tue Atrato ana the uuli of baa
M.guel. Tne bead waters o. ihe Tuyrn are divided
Iiotu me Aliato by the Moutana* del i.*pirila baiili.
11 u about ii,,ee limes wide iro.u u* rnouUi a'. t,oc.t
Clnca toCUapigaua, w inch is ni.o uiues iroiu ine
eu.nmce, but oluiluUdies to leas iluu a mde lor
uuo..t twenty miles i an her earn. Tue scenery iu tne
VI. lull.* 01 Boca Uuoa and along ine luyra is very
Une; uur, wiiu the exception ol *oiue liuta at La
Puiiua, very lew s»ttieuienis are 10 be aoeo. That
at Chaptgaua la pretr.v iar*:e Than a e however,
fa. titer ou the remain i oi old &i<auub torts. A
Uiiie over thirty uiiea froui boca Chica the
ctii.guaua.ua fails into the Tu»ia irom the
Uoitu, 1 never bear inciu on made of tins
mar without ihiuu ig <>i me terr ble sutier-
u.gs o' tuo uoble aud nuioc Mralu and party, a
reuital or whose wanderings along t..at tortuous ur-
reui is euuuau to make Hit; b:oo i ruu cold. says
the jcu uai ibeu kept by oue o. tue o Ucors of nut
uuiortuuuie expedition when about throe weeks
uuuer #ay . * fro eedod down stream aoOit a quar¬
ts r of a tulle, when, budiug a t>iace to camp, built a
tire aud spread our blank ts id mo uiild luooulight.
Ue uii loel dowuheariel to m.-.h , bo.u^ wituout
urn thing io eat au i not liavtiuc eaten euough eaou
man ior the -Ix or eUht days to in ike oue good
meal, our clothes all iu pieces ad uoarty almost
shoeless and rootless. llavo uo idea where we sri*.
nor oi cotiise wuou we suall teaoli 'he ra iile. Tho
sick almost Uiscoura ,eii aud ready to oe lelt la the
woods to lake tueir chauces. 1 woutd ireo.jr give
ivvcury dollars lor a uo mu oi meat, out money is of
Do u»e here." Thu eriauo cooise pursued by mat
ka laut baud of explorers was mostly attributable to
tne iiiai<s oi tue iuoou puoh hed ty ft ^ err-on who
proiemlen to have c.us ed tue route, une-mud oi

t no uravo meu who coalposeo mat ni-lat d e.podiuoa
died tio.u biarv.itiuu or uoiu tuo o-.d tuey wore
compet ed to resort uo iu tuoir m iro-f. The sceuca
which marked tue career oi tuo explorers wore
among tuo most tieartreuiiu* on record* A report
i huo l by a.i ijii^ll jU engineer .esui.od uieiiiisuuj
huglauu, ft'r&uoe, tue buit;d suites aud lsew
Uruuadu iu exploring io.emer tue proaoooa route
for a snip oauai across t: o isimuus. me bullish
oue a:urtod iro u tne i a:ilic sine Uoceiuber x.i, moJ,
but liUaily oecame uisnoarieued, aud, #itu tue loss
oi lour men ma n. tiu.d.y returned d.scoaiutod to
tbeir s;up. ueu.ouaai biralu, iro.u tuo AUautio side,
siuried ueany a luoutu lutoi. Auo.uer e.vpedluou.
composed oi t'Teucb au i tiug.iaa to^etuer, set out
iroiu tue saiue yoiut tureeday.si tie' a.iu eu teavored
to iidiow uts itacK, but uitor having peueiia eu uuly
six miles leturued. Ihe New orauaua expoui-
tiou was also uusuccess.ui, having io.<t six uieu.
btiaiu spurty wastiieouly oue tuat accouipiis .cd tUd

p a^tge, t.iough at au »wiul sacridce. i'ueie were iu
aUtftf.ny sevou meu, who, re'iyiog ou the maps, took
ouly teu days' inovisious. <ti er jouru^.lag lor
tieurly a uiomb throa^u a pathless wilderneas, >iur<
lug wuicu the party were ou.y sa\ ed iro.u f iniiue by
eating acid uuis aud other unsavory lood, btraiu
caded his men together au«l aunouucea bis deterini-
uatiou to leave theu, aud, Uik.u^ turoe persoud,
lorced ills way to tue uearest settlemeui io seud
buck cauoes and provucioua. 1'u^i step waa, of
cour.se, uu.toiu.eiy u^ces&ary, as utauy peraouo iiad
now become Very ieouio auu couid pusu lorward
on.y at u very mow pace. They craw.ed ou ior
tweuty-one day», when the party si emeu geuerady
impressed with the Idoa mat someiuiug uau hap*
peueu to prevent btraiu's return, as he expocieu to
be back lu tour or live day . a couucd oi ouicors
was ueld, aud It waa re.>OiVOd to return to tue suip.
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and death lu the moi«t agout/.iug .ortus character*
ized tue march, boverai, uua'ao to prococd, .ay
dowu aud perished; otiiers weie lost aud uever
hearu o . on the a^d oi Murcb, over two moutua
since they bad le;t the aUip, the emaciated wauuor*
ers my uowu, a skeleton gioup. Ma'.c iiug tue docuu-
uig day uud tinukiug ol the droad ol tomorrow,
'luore was no keeuuess to tueir uuguian, tor the
eueririea of iiatuie wore so wuoiiy exhausted Uiat
the n^uit and soul became Oon urn ood. i>ut iu tuis,
the uitraebt nour Of tiieii trials, w lion au apualimg
rosiuuatiou cuarucierued eacu uiuu as ue sat broou*
iuir over Uis late, a report was uearu dowu tue river
and ,,ifsoi.ti.v the gali..nt Straiu hove in si;,iil. lu a

m i.ueui iiil whs doiiuous excite uuut as poor uuiuaa
batu.e atie.uptoa to struggle up tne sioeps
of desba.r io hope aud lile ouce more,
btraiu aud his turoe meu bad beou utmost
ruducod to siai vat. on, but nevertheless worked
v.goio.sy aud arrived at tue ludian vU*
luge oi 1'avn.a. lie was not s.ow lu piuouriug
aiu, and, assisted by t^uie o£ tue tueu ol ihe aioop
Mr.igo, wiiicu wa.i auoaored iu tue iiuli oi oaa
Miguel, at oiioe rcmrued iu cauoes to tue resjuj of
Ulu d,iug eoiupai-ious. iu.s ui^ressiou was sug¬
gested by tii'i u.me oi tue Oha^uauaq .a, ieibttps
tuo in j.i i crooked river lu exutouoe. iruif dii iuj
lLni.au cuiuf stale, waou le^wuug .no do.ua.id mr
permission lor Stra.u's party to tra erse tue
lsthuiu>, that 1. the ><ord had wished that canal lu
that direcuou he would nave uiveu groaie. lacili*
ties, lue Oiiuitua .agua haj maay umutaries, tue
laigeji. oeiu^ cue lavisu.

TUK INirlAt. POINT.
The settlement oi i in .gaua u&i been made the

Iniuu p >lut oi the expeu.umi ou tue I'ac.ac side,
iiie.e s a population t..eie o: uearlv four buudred,
un.j 1'iuog.iua u iu every »vay a ueat aud prosperous
li. Ue village. Hie steam uuucii, In cuarge oi Mr.
tkci.>, is uanhored la Hie river, au a orin^a supplied
to m j nurvejlmr par.y at tho front, which is uo.v
some leu iu.ios up tuo Cu , ouo o the it.butanes of
tuo luyia. iiiu bao bexn se.eoied a.-> tue route, and
a luigjiora* u low working m tn.it <ltr ctioiu
'Ihe^uolan u.<r. ow river, And, oWing io the ury
season, has very i t le water, out it is regarded as
the most praci.cab.e a.m leiis.bio way .o men tue
puny coming over lue "divide ' irom tue .mauuc
sine, ,'ihe itesaca has ieit ior Lmiom nay
wuu Commander aeifrldge, who la go.ng to
loi ow Uji tue Nai lpl route, uut au mucu
iu uo. es of making exteus.vo exi<lorations a-t to sat-
is:y Utilised ol n.e pracucaoiuty oi tuat route.
1'artlcs .eave I'lnogaua every te i oays for tue front,
uud uotUuig is ue.u4 lelt unaooo to lorward me

o uoralioas. ihe scenery ou the Facllle side is far
wore bcautuui lhau ou the Atlantic, so lar, at least,
as tue Ot.nai route is coucjrueu. com.uauder Self-
ridgo wid le.uru to C'hapigaua lu aoout two or
tiiree weeks, aud uieauwuue tuo work oi surveyiug
up .lie Cue will be prosecu.ed vv iiti all possible ue
spatcu. The l ultcd Males shi,> Jamestown, Commo¬
dore unirodl, has arnved at I'anaaia a..d wdl at ouce
ptocee.1 to relieve the Kesuca, uavlug uiucu larger
accommodatlou .or the Ouiccra engaged on ihe expe¬
dition.

it may oe mentioned that the dis¬
tance from Chapiguua to tue mou.b or
the Cbuauanaqua ta tbu-ty-flvo nines, aud
thence to ftnogitita a >oui tweive mnes. Au
observatory was ercoied by Mr. P. Blake, Jr., tue
astronomer, ou a bank uoith of cunpigaua, and an¬
other subsequently at Huogana, ou a bne plain to
the westwaid, where a meridian was estaulisued.
It has been discovered that from tbis initial pouit to
that on the other side la tuty-uve mnes.
TUB PROJECTS AM> UEALrU Or' TdK KXrBOITlON.

C ummaiider welfridge e..iimates the rost of a canal
through the route be lias discovered at »l3u,ouu,oou,
and believes tuat wheu tno question or tae "divide"
shall have beju d Uuiteiy settled, winch wbl pio-
bubly be wlilun a iortnigut, o;era lous could be
commenced witb $Uu,Ojo,oiO. Should the "divlue"
not, exceed Boo leet, a torough cut will be made,
und tne enure dbtauce from ocean to
ocean will uut exceed 125 unles.the canal
ltseif not exceeding ntty miles. Thuse engaged
ou the great unde.takltig are conhdeut of success,
ond from present uppe irauce tue prospects are de¬
cidedly euteura^iug. It .s sincerely noped thai the
mailer will have been thoroughly determined before
t..e ralnv season u< ts In. There are, of course, mauy
adiierents to utner routes discovered, and who ihiiik
this route luipr.ict cattle, but there can be no doubt
whatever tuut tue present enterprise Iookh like sue*
sess. ihe nea Lh ol the expedi.ioti has ueou couipa-
latlvdy good , cousi.ioring tue exposure and hard¬
ships incidental lo ibe surveys.

AHH¥ ORDERS*

The General of the Army will, oa the 4th lnst.,
Btart on a tour of inspection of tbe frontiers
of Texas, the Indian Territory, Kansas and Ne-
braska, going out, via St. Louts, Mo., Baton
Rouge a .d New Orleans, to San Antomo; thence
westward and north ward along the line oi posts to
Nebraska, and thence back to Washington, l>. C.
Colooel K. H. Marcy, Inspt.ctorOeneral ol tlie Army,
and colonels J. o. McCoy ana J. E. Tourtellotte,
unle-de-camp, will accompany mm.

Tlie following changes nave been made In tbe
station* Mild duties ol tue odlcers of tbe Engineer
c orj.n ol tne army
Mujor l). o. Houston, ordered to relieve colonel i.

N. Ma oniD, of Die survey and Improvement or Uio
Fox and Wiseons 11 rivers, niul to remove bU station
ami oilice irem .Milwaukee to Chicago.
Major II. M. Robert, 1:1 addition to present duties

nnder tne lighthouse Hoard, to relieve Major u. II.
Meudell of tile chance oi tbe works tor tbe defence
01 tlie mouth or tne Columbia river.
Ma,or it. S. Williamson, from the charge of the

improvement of tlie Wlillaiuette and Umqua rivers
and take station at Portland, Oregon.
Major William E. Merrill, in ch irge of the im¬

provements of tue uhio river, will change his station
irum Pittsburg to Cincinnati.
Major Walter Mcl'ailaud. upen being relieved of

his present duties by captain Uillespie. is to proceed
with assistants to tne northern post* ol Georgia and
Alabama, and ma^e survets in tnat region, aud also
to relieve Colonel J. H. Hlmp-on ol me charge of
Coosa river, Alabama, and Major 0. Weiue. oi the
Burvoy and improvement of Tcnno.ee river; and
Captain Jareu A. Smith, to be relieved from duty
upon tho survey «r tue Northern ami Northwestern
lakes, and to report to Major i oe lor duty.
Captain P. M. Man»fleid, Compauy l), battalion

of engineers, will report at New for*, toLieuteuaut
Colonel John Newton, lorduty.

First Llentenants James F. wregory and Benjamin
P. tireen will report at Fames*u e, Ohio, to Mt^jor
McFarland, for duty under ills orders.
second Lieutenants Kdward Matfuire and Charted

Powell will report at Detroit for duty, to Major C. O.
Comstock.

First Llentenant William fl. Iluer is ordered to
report lor duty at Wll.eit's Point, in. Y.

I1AVAL OMilS.
The order of Commander Qnackenhnsh to the

command of the receiving ship Vundalia la revoked.
Re Is placed on waiting orders. Paymaster Ballon*
is ordered to the Uemola, .( the Amuiln ileet.
The lollowlng oiticurs are Uetacbeii:.Commander

Ha<0eld, irom the Now York Aa%y Yard, aud or¬
dered to command ol tho receiving aiiip Vauda.ia,
at Portsmouth. N. H.; commander Stanton, from
the command of the receivuig snip Yamlaiia. and
placed 0,1 waiting orders; tOnslgn Edward P. Wood,
now toe &9W Writ, ana Dinvea ou waiting ontort»

MUSIC AND THE D3.AMA.
I In tne City.

J. W. War I, cloud owing per.erinor, opens at ttie
Globo tneatre next Monday.
The Berber faintly of JSwtaa Bull Ritigera open at

Liua Edwin's on April 10.
| "Young Anioncuv . Hie child violinist, open* aft

Nlblo's Garden in the .¦Croon" next Monday.
Mi. Hurioy Nowcomo s;ili contiuuea bU interest*

Ins school festival^ this time at Assuotatlon llalL
| Nel. Warner has beoti engage! to play Richmond

In "Kichard 111." at Niwo'n. John Jack in also la the
cut.
"Jesebel" will be withdrawn fr>m th<* Fifth %ra¬

mie hoards, to make way for Cuarles Mathews, at
Easter.

..riuto" is in rehearsal at Lina Edwin's, with the
' Linear is in the ca-t. ueo..o BouUaoo u bUll th«

mam attraction tueic.
..Loheinr n," oue of W.gnor'a be^t oucras, will be

Sroiiuced lor the first time la tuu country at the
ta.lt I'heaierou Momlav.
Mr. an I Mrs. diaries Mathews will arrive In tble

city on Mind ay. Their sa.i Francisco oujfatfemeiit
ha been an uiiprectideuie'l sucj'i-a.
W. K. einn, 01 tiie Front* Baltimore; Mark Smith

and Lumen Barnes, manager, Albany, came u> Uia
city rum Phil&ieiphia on « o.lnei lay.

liayle lemaris con.edy, "liie .Nervous Man."
anu Selby's comedietta. 'The Unlliiibheu Gentle¬
man," wtil bo brought out at A'all .ek's to-night.
Wuiter Creswick, uue ol Knglunls most accom-

piisieJ actors. has been engaged by Luira Keen*
for i he 'ihtatre Franqais ana will shortly appear ut
some of his favorite characters.
Ueorue Clarke makes ins ilrst appearance at Lin*

Edwin's tno are n xt month in un Aunrican pUf
called "Pluck." He will Mien produce "I'auvrette;
or, Under the Snow," with the title "l*e diU.:'

Visconti, pr«m i t'tu/i >, an 1 Villain, tenor, ara
the princiml artists of fie iluvana Italian operm
Company, who will appear at the Academy far
twelve in rhta after Lent, proba »ly aitouc May.
The Ro.val Natswna Japanese Troupe, Introducing

twenty artists, male and iemaie, w [ commence *
season at tne San Francisco Minstrels' hall on Mon¬
day. Tiny are said t < be the beat tuat ever left Uie
island empire.
Loat-r Waiiack will close his regular season on

Juno a. ami Theodore Moss will theu assume the ra-
spo isib.lliy of Houcicault's play of "E lie," with
Miss Gerinou in tno title r le. This U the ptoce that
was written fur Lotfa.
Sandy ispenc -r, manager of the Globe, has leased,

through Colonel T. AUbiou Browu, llooiey's Miustiel
Ilail, Hrooki.n, and wdl ta.e immediate p sheaston.

H . Int -nds running it as a li-st class variety uieaur*
for lady audiences, no smoking or drinking beiaff
allowed. Mr. Spencer wilj a so Introduce lot*
Amtic a the Toulon fashion of runnmor one com¬
pany at two houses, by e uplorlng a nambur of car¬
riages fot rapid transit, the per'orinera playing at
both h use< tne same night, This will give Mr.
Spencer his pick of perfor ncrs, as Uo can give them
longer engagements and higher salaries.

Jn the Prnvliiw*.
Dan Bryant's Minstrels play at the Globe theatre,

Boston, this sbminer.
Frank Mayo has been doing Geoafter Delamayn*

In "Maa and Wife" in Caicaga with exoellent sue-
cess.
Walter Keeblo has been secured as stage' manager

for the Trimble Opera House. Albany, for next
season.
The Mark Smith Combination, after closing In

Philadelphia, open at the Trimble Opera House, Al¬
bany. for one weak.
Mrs. sc"tt-siddons has so many engagements f»»r

! readings that she will not probably appear on the
, Blaze attain this season.

Fannv Lucille, who has been confined to her bed
for ten weeks reappeared lor the first tune at the

l C'oml ue on Monday evening last.
R. Dorsy Ogden nun t een engaired as leading man

for C. K. Bidweli's dramatic company. He left
this c tv on March to join the partr.| Chicago's last theatrical enterprise, the Globe
theatre la to be raffled o f so th it more all«>gat oni
o, gift concert swindling may be expected Dofor*
long.
Stuart Robaon has been doing Wliklns Mloawbe*

In "Little Ein'Iy," In Pittsburg, and the Worrell als-
' ters were also giving burlesque performances in thai

city ipst week.
Nathan-el ttoger*. with h's two son*. oT»«n at the

Walnut street theatre, Philadelphia, Sntur lay aft®r-
noon, April l, in a posturing act with the Mark
Bmifh Co nWna'lon.
Ma lame Mane seebach. the renowned German

. traaM.enne, pl.iys "Jane Eyre"' In Newark te night,
with her ma rnlttcent oomnany.

Kelly A I^on have riven np the burnt cork
business and gone Into the legitimate. They tr i?el
togetner next aeuson, plaving star engagements at
first class theatres onlr. N>xt Mo id \r th *v oi»ea at
the Academy of Music, Butfaio, In their play, "St.
Dominao. "

Joe Jefferson la en oring himself with his family at
bis favo:iM Southern retreat, orange Island, ten
m les west of New Tmrln, In ihe Teche district, r.onl-
siana. lie is dell rh'cd with ills purchase, with the
climate aud with tho people, and Intends to build ft
fine dwelling.
Pro esaor Richard RIsley left this city last week by

the steamer Kranc*. with special instructions from
Colonel r. Allston Brown to proceed dircct to Flor¬
ence and secure for a two rears four In this country
the oiglnat Imoorlal Jnpaoese Troupe, with whom
"Little Alt Rlvrhi" la er»g igod and who will accom-
psnv them to ibis country. Tbey arc expected here
early In Mar.
Co'onel T. Allston Brown has secured a first class

dramat r, company for Jane Coombs Browa for a
; travelling tour of about twelve weeks. Mrs. roomoa

has been off the boaras for 8ev *rai vears. Her last
engagement in this citr was at Wallack's theatre.

, The following first class artists are In the party:.
Frederi'-k Robins >n (leadltut, Mark Bates (juvenile).
Marie Wilkina (old woman'. Sol Smith (second eid
man), A. D. Bradley (first old man).

Arnn the Water.
Blackmail Is abolished now at the Gaiety, Holborn

and Court theatre*.
"Faust" la to be produced at the Princess*

theatre, London, on Easter.
Miss Julia Matthews la to appear at the Gaiety,

London, In Offenbach opera.
The personal estate of the late Mr. T. W. Robertson

has been sworn nnder £6.000.
"Coeur de Lion"' retires from the boards of the

Strand, London. In favor of the "Idle Apprentice."
Mr. Andrew Halltday is about to dramatize Victor

nngo'd "Notre Dame de Paris" for the Adelphi, Loo-
don.

Mr. Charles Dillon, the tragedian, will shortlv ap¬
pear at thu Surrey, London, In a new play called
"Spardra."
"An Englisn Gentleman" will t>e brought out at

the tl at market, Londoo, with Mr. Sotheru in the
chief part.
Mr. Uuckstone has taken a new lease of the Hay-

mat ket theatre, of which he has been leasee for sev¬
enteen ye,ir*.
Mr. Halliaay's veraon or "Eamera\da" will be the

principal attraction lor the Adelpnl theatre at Ras¬
ter. la It Mr. imttain tVrtght app ars.
Mme. Madeleine lirohau haa written to a Paris

Jonrnul, announcing that, fur her part, she will never
reappear m Germany at any price whatever.
Bafvini, the eminent Italian tragedian, famous la

Shakapearian characters, is pronounced by Gnar-
lotte Cu*'.ira*u and Robert Browning the greatest of
living actors.

Ut ury Lane will not open this season for ttaUaa
()pe<*a. Mr. Mapleaon's coin pan? areexpccted at her
Majostj's theatre, on which iwuao the workmen are
now bually engaged.

Hltrnor Bevignanl, of the Royal Italian Opera,
Covcnt Garden, lias declined tlie po.-d or conductor
at the opera imperial, St. Petersburg, for the next
winter aeaann.
"Amy Robsart" haa been a success In Liverpool.

The press Is unanimous in speaking ol tho triumph
obtained aud in bearing witness to the beauty of
Muw Nellson's Amy Robaart.
The Giobe theatre, London, opens on Raster Mon¬

day. Mr. Kourneas Rolfe la engaged lor comedy aud
opera boujji'. Mlaa D. Robina, daughter of the come¬
dian, la, wo underataud, also engaged. Mr. R. Man-
sell is the manager.

Rossi, the Italian actor. according to a correspon¬
dent, drinkaa pint. of black coffee after every act uf
his performance, and never goe* to bed until six
o'clock A. M. He haa kept up this habit fo; year*
Offenbach. It la *aki. since his departure trout

Paris, ha^ finished several operettas, but has some
difficulty in finding managers willing to i>ay as
liberal copvrlghts aa he received In dava gone by.
A "mau-ily" haa gone the way of aorobata Id

Trieste, lie gave an exhibition of celling- wa king
in the rtieatre. and on the first evening fell into a
net whlou ww suspended underneath. On the next
evening he fell again, but, unh.ipplir, outalde the
net, and ins head aud the upper part of his bod/
came aguinat some of the scenery. Me expired in a
lew minutes.
The Mayor ®r Lille has issued a notice that, In coo-

sequence of the unhappy state ol the country, all
masks and disguises in tne approaching /e(« or iba
MM'aremn will he rigorously interdicted, and taas
the public establishments will uot be permuted to
give any hall* or performance* which are incompati¬
ble with the sad stale ol tne oountry created by the
war. He appeals to the patriotism or the people of
Lille to make aaoriilcea on this occasion, and avoUl
an the usual demonstrations.
We underatand the "Passion" of Sebastian llaoh la

aboat to be beard withiu the walls of Westminster
Abuey. on Holy Thursday, the eth of April neat,
the day beiore Good Friday, it is purposed to hold a
solemn penitential service in the evening, when the
criu'in will be preached by Dr. Stanley, the Dean.
There will be a rul. orchestra and numerous caoras,
and tho chapters relative to tne crucifixion, asset
lortn by »t. Matthew, and realised In music by
Bach, will form a portion ol the worship. If this is
really carried out the puerilities of introducing a
singi ) liarn and a single trumpet la the service wia
be condoned.
German composers are to ho oan'ahed from the

Paris stage. Wirt Uiamarck's threatened '.reprisals"
chase French composer* from the Opera tiaua r At
present the varied r*i*> totr« at the Berlin opera
Mouse shows how free rrom prejudices as to schools
.re the German audiences. Boethoven, Moiart,
Meyerbeer. 9pohr, Weber, Wagner, Lortauig.
Hali vy, Auber. UArokl, A. Adam, otto, Nioolu,'
Rossini, Verdi. Bellini, Donizetti, Flotow, Gounod,
A. Thomas. Ac., are all heard in turn. There Is no
special run upon a limited number of works of the
Italian composers, nor is "Oer frtueroM* Dreases"
u&dera uImuW?


